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Islands of India 
 
New Moore island 

• New Moore, also known as “Purbasha” and “South Talpatty Island”. 
• small uninhabited offshore sandbar island in the Bay of Bengal, off the coast of 

the Ganges-Brahmaputra delta region. 
• Formed in 1970 due to the Bhola cyclone and disappeared at some later due to sea 

level rise, changes in monsoonal rain patterns which altered river flows and land 
subsidence. 

• Both India and Bangladesh claimed sovereignty over it because of speculation over 
the existence of oil and natural gas in the region. 

• According to Permanent Court of Arbitration’s verdict in 2014, the island will be 
under the jurisdiction of India, even though it is currently beneath the sea level. 

• Has mangrove vegetation and fragile ecosystem. 

Sagar Island 

• Also known as Gangasagar or Sagardwip. 
• It is an island in the Ganges delta, lying on the continental shelf of the Bay of Bengal. 
• One of the largest islands of the Sundarban Delta at the mouth of the Hugli River. 
• This Island falls under the South 24 Parganas District in West Bengal. 
• Sagar island is a place of Hindu pilgrimage. 
• Every year on the day of Makar Sankranti, hundreds of thousands of Hindus gather to 

take a holy dip at the confluence of river Ganges and Bay of Bengal and offer prayers 
(puja) in the Kapil Muni Temple. 

Abdul Kalam Island (Wheeler Island) 

• Dr. Abdul Kalam Island, formerly known as Wheeler Island, is an island off the coast 
of Odisha. 

• Abdul Kalam Island is located in the Bay of Bengal approximately 10 kilometers off 
the eastern coast of India and about 70 kilometers south of Chandipur in Balasore 
district, Odisha. 

• Missile test facility for most of the Indian missiles. 
• The nearest port is Dhamra Port. 

Hope Island 

• A small tadpole-shaped island situated off the coast of Kakinada in the Bay of Bengal 
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• Young island is formed in the last 200 years from the sands carried by the waters of 
the Godavari 

• Protects the port of Kakinada from strong cyclones, tidal waves, and tsunamis 
• It makes the Kakinada port one of the safest ports in the eastern coast of India 
• It is situated 10 km from Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary and Sri Kukkuteswara Swamy 

Temple. 

Sriharikota 

• Sriharikota is a barrier island off the Bay of Bengal coast located in the Shar 
Project settlement of Nellore district in Andhra Pradesh. 

• At the sea margin of the Pulicat Lake. 
• Has the rocket launching station of ISRO (SHAR) 
• Connected to Chennai by expressways. 

Narcondam Island 

• India’s easternmost Island is a small volcanic island located in the 
northern Andaman Sea. 

• A dormant volcano with a conical shape but no remains of a crater at the top (710 m 
above sea lavel)- second tallest point after the Saddle Peak 

• Proximity to Myanmar lends it great strategic and geopolitical significance 
• The easternmost point of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Barren Island 

• Barren Island is an island located in the Andaman Sea, south of the Narcondam 
Island. 

• It is the only confirmed active volcano in the Indian subcontinent and the only 
active volcano along a chain of volcanoes from Sumatra to Myanmar. 

• Most recent eruption – 2020 
• Part of the volcanic arc formed at the margin of the tectonic plates 
• No human population true to its name 
• 2 km. wide caldera at the top 

Landfall Island 

• Landfall Island is the northernmost island of the Indian union territory of Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. 

• It is separated from the Coco Island of Myanmar by the Coco Channel. 
• It is separated from North Andaman Island by the Cleugh Passage. 
• Tourism does exist here but exposure to the public is limited. 



5 
www.lotusarise.com 

North Andaman Island 

• North Andaman Island is the northern island of Great Andaman of the Andaman 
Islands. 

• The island is home to the highest point in the archipelago, Saddle Peak at 731 
metres. 

• Its northern tip is called Cape Price 
• Geologically part of the Arakan Yoma 
• Main town is Diglipur 
• Main economic activities – Rice and Orange production. 

Middle Andaman Island 

• The largest island of India 
• Between North Andaman and South Andaman 
• Jarawa people live here 
• Geologically part of the Arakan Yoma 
• Fishing and agriculture 
• Towns: Rangat, Billiground and Mayabunder 

South Andaman Island 

• Southernmost of the great Andaman Group (third largest after Middle and North) 
• Port Blair is located in the south-eastern part of the island (less mountainous than 

others ) 
• Home to the majority of the population of Andaman and Nicobar. 
• South Andaman Island was struck by the 2004 Indian Ocean earthquake, leading to 

many deaths on the island. 

Rutland Island 

• Between South Andaman and Little Andaman 
• North of the Duncan Passage 
• Rich in marine life having a good representation of fish and corals 
• Formerly home to the Jangil (Rutland Jarawa), one of the 

indigenous Andamanese groups. 
• Presently without any permanent indigenous settlement. 

Little Andaman 

• Fourth largest of the Andaman Group. 
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• Belongs to the Little Andaman Group, and is separated from Rutland 
Island in Great Andaman by the Duncan Passage. 

• Between Duncan Passage and Ten Degree Channel 
• The Little Andaman Group is the counterpart of the Great Andaman island group. 
• Home of Onge people 
• Picturesque location, sea water crocodiles 
• Widespread rainforests and several rare species of marine turtle. 

Interview Island 

• Interview Island is an island of the Andaman Islands. 
• situated to the west of Austen Strait which separates North Andaman 

Island and Middle Andaman Island. 
• There is only one village, located in the eastern part of the island. 

Swaraj Island 

• Havelock Island, officially Swaraj Island, is one of the largest islands in Ritchie’s 
Archipelago (and is located between Peel Island and Neill Island), to the east 
of Great Andaman within the Andaman Islands. 

• Named after Henry Havelock, a British general. 
• In December 2018, it was renamed, by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, as Swaraj 

Island as a tribute to Subhas Chandra Bose. 
• Main settlers are Bengalis (5,354 people) 
• It has Radhanagar Beach which was named “Best Beach in Asia” by Time in 2004 

Car Nicobar 

• Northernmost of the Nicobar Islands 
• South of the Ten Degree Channel 
• Flat fertile island covered with clusters of coconut plants and enchanting beaches 

with a roaring sea all around 
• Major crops: coconut and arecanut 
• Home to more than half of the total Nicobar population 

Kamorta Island 

• Kamorta Island is an island in the Nicobar Islands chain. 
• INS Kardip is a naval forward operating base of the joint-services Andaman and 

Nicobar Command on Kamorta island. 
• The Indian Navy’s Kamorta-class Corvette is named after the island. 
• Kalatapu is the main village on this island. 
• Affected by the tsunami of December 2004. 



7 
www.lotusarise.com 

Nancowry Island 

• Refers both to a single island and to the group of adjoining islands 
• At the central part of the Nicobar group 
• Part of the Tribal Reserve Area 
• Has magnificient land – locked Nancowry Harbour described as one of the safest 

natural harbours in the world. 

Katchal Island 

• Part of the Nicobar Island 
• In the central part of the island group, east of the Nancowry Island. 
• Katchal is inhabited by Nicobari Tribes and Migrated Tamilians. 
• Devasted by Tsunamis in 2004 at least 1500 people died due to it. 

Little Nicobar 

• Part of the Nicobar Islands 
• Separated from the Great Nicobar Island by the St. George’s Channel. 
• In recent time it has suffered tsunami and earthquake 

Great Nicobar Island 

• Largest island of the Nicobar group 
• Southernmost tip- Indira Point (Pygmalion Point) 
• Separated from the Sumatra Island by the Great Channel. 
• Mt.Thuillier – highest point in the Nicobar (642m) 
• Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve 

Pamban Island 

• Also known as Rameswaram Island 
• Separated from the mainland India by the Pamban Channel 
• Most of the island is covered with white sands 
• Coconut and palm trees are found in abundance 
• Main towns – Rameshwaram, Dhanushkodi. 

Adam’s Bridge 

• Also known as Ram’s Bridge or Rama Setu 
• Between Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar 
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• A chain of limestone shoals Between Pamban and Mannar Island of Sri Lanka 
• Geologically link b/w India and Sri Lanka 
• 30 km. long 
• There is a plan of Sethusamudram Project which is strongly opposed by hardcore 

Hindus. 

Hare Island 

• Hare Island is an island that lies adjoining the V. O. Chidambaranar Port Trust in 
Thoothukudi. 

• Hare Island forms a part of the Gulf of Mannar Marine National Park. 
• With an area of 1.29 square kilometers, Hare Island is the largest island in the Gulf of 

Mannar. 
• Very good picnic spot for holiday seekers and the domestic tourists 
• Many people visit there during the Pongal. 

Van Tivu Island 

• located in the state of Tamil Nadu. 
• Alternatively known as Church Island. 
• It is one of the 21 islands of the Gulf of Mannar located at 8º50′ N and 70º E. 
• The islands are situated at an average distance of about 8 km from the coastline. 

Dharmadam Island 

• Dharmadam Island (Green Island) is a small 2-hectare private 
island in Thalassery, Kannur District, Kerala. 

• 4 km from the town of Thalassery 
• Covered with coconut palms and dense bush in a beautiful sight from the 

Muzhappilangad Beach 
• During low tide one can walk out to it from the beach 
• Earlier known as Dharmapattanam, was a Buddhist stronghold. 

Gundu Island 

• Smallest of all the islands those constitute together the city of Kochi. 
• The island can be reached from Vypin island only by boat. 
• Spreaded over 5 acres of land 
• Originally the home of a coir factory, it is now a resort owned by the Taj Malabar 

Hotel 
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Ezhumanthuruthu 

• 8 km. west of Kaduthuruthy town in the district of Kottayam, Kerala. 
• Area is about 2 sq km. 
• Densely populated (3500) 
• It is a twin island along with another small island called Pulithuruthu. 

Kuruvadweep 

• Kuruvadweep or Kuruva Island is a 950-acre (3.8 km2) protected river delta. 
• It comprises three densely wooded uninhabited islands and a few submergible 

satellite islands, which lie on the banks of the tributaries of Kabini River in 
the Wayanad district, Kerala.  

• It is an uninhabited island, which is home to rare species of birds, orchids, herbal 
plants, etc. 

Munroe Island 

• Munroe Island or Mundrothuruthu is an inland island group located at 
the confluence of Ashtamudi Lake and the Kallada River, in Kollam district, Kerala 

• It is a group of eight small islets. 
• The place is named in honour of Resident Colonel John Munro of the former 

Princely State of Travancore. 

Nedungad 

• A small island located in Ernakulam district of Kerala 
• It is located in the east side of Nayarambalam. 

Pulincunnoo 

• An island village in Alappuzha district of Kerala 
• Near the Pampa River 
• Part of the Kerala backwaters 
• The famous Rajiv Gandhi Trophy boat race is held here during the months of 

October-November every year 

Ramanthuruth 

• One of the smallest islands that make up the city of Kochi. 
• It was the smallest polling booth in central Kerala during the 2006 state elections 


